
There are so many genealogist around the world - maybe a distant relative has already found
exactly the same ancestors I am also looking for. Or maybe there are archives on the Internet,
where more information and people are listed to my family? But where to start? Wouldn't it
be great if this search could be done automatically? In the Internet era this shouldn't be
longer an utopia.

To achieve this, there is a partnership between Ahnenblatt and the Internet service provider
MyHeritage, which is specialized in genealogy.

With the new version 2.98, Ahnenblatt gets the option to find further data of all persons of
your family file on the Internet. Ahnenblatt can optional start immediately after opening an
ancestor file with the search at MyHeritage. This will be done in the background, so that you
can still work with the program.

This "Internet search" asks for user's permission and searches only while Ahnenblatt is
started. If Ahnenblatt isn't started, no hidden Internet search takes place. This is a new
optional functionality which can be used or even not.

MyHeritage is an online genealogy service provider, founded in 2003, whose services are
available in more than 40 languages and it has around 80 million users worldwide. As a user of
MyHeritage, you can enter your family data directly on their website, and research and find
further people and sources in the background. This information will be searched in archives
and genealogical internet services (these hits are called "RecordMatches") and also in family
data of other MyHeritage users (these hits are called "SmartMatches").

MyHeritage is a commercial provider which also invests a lot of money in the exploitation of
new archives. The Internet search integrated in Ahnenblatt is free of charge and requires no
membership at MyHeritage, however, details of the matches are only available for a paid
membership.

Will all my data now automatically sent to MyHeritage?

No. Ahnenblatt does not automatically send data to MyHeritage. The Internet search must be approved by
the user. The default setting is that no Internet search is performed automatically or hidden.

The Internet search can be activated in the options dialog (menu "Tools / Options ... / Internet").

Alternatively, you can use the Internet icon in the toolbar to bring up the Internet search dialog and start
Internet search by clicking on "Start". If no internet search is allowed, a dialog will ask the user for permission.
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Then you have the choice to allow Internet search ("Yes") or deny ("No").

How do I know that Ahnenblatt is searching at MyHeritage in the
background?

Yes. Whenever Ahnenblatt searches the Internet for further data, this is shown in the lower status bar by a
small search animation ("magnifying glass over a document"). This animation disappears as soon as the
search is finished.
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How can I start Internet search manually?

Simply click the Internet icon in the toolbar. Alternatively, call up the "Search / Internet search ..." menu bar.
This brings up the Internet search dialog - without starting the search immediately.
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What can I do within Internet search dialog?

The Internet search starts by clicking "Start" button at the top of the dialog. The table below shows the search
results. With "Options..." button you can change options for Internet search. The "Close" button closes the
dialog.

Before starting Internet search: what about privacy policy at
MyHeritage?

The text "MyHeritage Privacy Policy for Ahnenblatt" in the Internet search dialog is clickable and opens a
website with MyHeritage Privacy Policy in separate browser window.

Here you can find details about Internet search at MyHeritage. No personal data will be transmitted.

MyHeritage hereby confirms: "The information passed to MyHeritage is never used for any other purpose and
will never be displayed, sold, licensed or used in any manner whatsoever."
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Which options are there for Internet search?

Under "Internet search" you can choose, if Internet search should be allowed or not. The default setting is not
to search the Internet. Additionally there is an option to exclude living persons from the Internet search.

The option "show matches in person's dialog" sets if matches are displayed in the input dialog or not. If yes,
there will be a small internet symbol with the number of internet matches in the lower area of person's
dialog.

MyHeritage's Internet search also compares persons with all MyHeritage member families. If you are already
a member of MyHeritage, then also with your own relatives, who have been uploaded to MyHeritage. To
avoid to get matches within your own MyHeritage family, enter the e-mail address with which you are
registered at MyHeritage.

You can choose if Internet search will search only for RecordMatches (archives), SmartMatches (MyHeritage
user data) or both.

Furthermore, you can specify that Internet search should start immediately after opening an ancestor file (by
default, disabled). There are further options for this case: you can determine from which family size Internet
search starts. The default setting is that Internet search will start at 50 persons or more. This is to avoid
Internet search starting even on small "test files". But even with this option you can start Internet search
manually via the Internet search dialog.
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In general, the number of matches of an Internet search is always remembered for every person. So it makes
no sense to search the Internet for new matches everytime you open an Ahnenblatt or GEDCOM file. This
leads only to unnecessary data transmission to Internet. Therefore, Ahnenblatt keeps track of last time's
Internet search and searches again after expiry of a given amount of days (standard is 50 days).

How is Internet search exactly working?

If you click on "Start" in the Internet search dialog, Internet search begins and a progress bar is shown. The
button "Stop" is now clickable, if you want to terminate Internet search before completion.
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Ahnenblatt requests data for all persons of your family person by person at MyHeritage. The results can be
matches in archives, church books, other internet sites or in family data of MyHeritage members. If there is at
least one match for a person, a row with name and number of matches is shown in the table. The "plus"
symbol in the "New" column indicates that there was a deviation from the last Internet search. This is
especially interesting if you have already searched your family on Internet and you are searching again at a
later date (for example, after half a year). So you can find interesting news faster.

By the way, the persons in the table are sorted alphabetically - indicated by the small triangle next to the
column header. If you click on the "Person" column header, the sort order is reversed. You can also click the
orange MyHeritage icon to sort by the number of matches. Sorting according to the "New" column is also
possible.

The Internet search can be stopped at any time by clicking the "Stop" button. If Internet search is started
again, Ahnenblatt will continue at the person where the search was aborted previously.

Ahnenblatt stores internally at which date which person was searched on the Internet and how many matches
were found. Ahnenblatt stores this information in the Ahnenblatt or GEDCOM file. When Ahnenblatt program
is terminated and will be opened again on another day, Internet search will start on the same person, on
which it has stopped the last time. This is useful because Internet search can take long time depending on the
number of persons within your Ahnenblatt or GEDCOM file. An Internet search for all persons can take up to
several hours in total.

So don't wonder if you have already matches the next time you start working with Ahnenblatt - even without
a new Internet search. These are Internet matches Ahnenblatt found on the last Internet search.

On the bottom left side you always have the number of matches at MyHeritage and the number of affected
persons.

You can close this dialog even during an ongoing Internet search. Ahnenblatt will tell you that Internet search
will be continued in the background. This is how you can still work with Ahnenblatt while Internet search is
running in the background.
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How will be the matches shown?

To do this, select a person row by clicking on it. In the lower part of the dialog now you can click the buttons
"Edit ..." and "Result". With "Edit ..." you open the input dialog of this person and with "Result" a new
browser windows with the result page of MyHeritage comes up.

Alternatively, you can also double-click on a person to display the results page of MyHeritage directly.
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How will be a search result finally presented?

On the results page of MyHeritage the number of matches is displayed and below the individual results and
their origin. "SmartMatches" are matches in MyHeritage member families, "RecordMatches" the matches in
archives.

Some data is already visible. Also the data of your own person is displayed.

With the buttons "View record" under each hit you can see more details. If you are already a member of
MyHeritage, these details are shown - otherwise you will get an indication of the price of a paid membership.
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How will I get to know that Internet search in the background got new
matches?

If new matches are found in the background search or there are deviations in the number of matches to the
last Internet search, this is displayed in the toolbar by a small additional plus symbol on the Internet icon.

This is how you can immediately realize that there are news. If you click on the Internet icon, the Internet
search dialog opens, in which the new matches are also marked with a plus symbol (in the "New" column).
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How can I search individual persons at MyHeritage?

So far you searched the Internet for further information for all persons. The individual matches are shown in
the input dialog of a person in the lower area by an Internet symbol and a number. If you click on it, the
MyHeritage's results are presented in a separate browser window.

This Internet icon is by deafault shown only if there are any matches for that person. These matches can come
from your own Internet search or (because Ahnenblatt stores the number of matches in the Ahnenblatt or
GEDCOM file) in "external" files from Internet search of the originator of this file.

If you would like to display this Internet symbol for all people (even with no matches) for searching individual
persons, you have to set it up in the internet options (menu bar "Extras / Options ...", then set "Internet /
show matches in person's dialog" to "always").
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I don't even want to see Internet icon in the icon bar. How can I hide it?

You might want to avoid clicking on the Internet icon in the toolbar anyway, so you can hide this icon.

In general, all the icons on the toolbar can be optionally hidden. To do this, click on the menu "View / Toolbar
/ Customize...".

Alternatively, click in the free area of the toolbar on the right (after "Exit") with the right mouse button. A
small context menu appears in which you click on "Customize...".

In both cases, a dialog appears in which you can toggle the individual icons on or off.

The new Internet search at MyHeritage

Seite 12The new Internet search at MyHeritage



The new Internet search at MyHeritage

Seite 13The new Internet search at MyHeritage


	Will all my data now automatically sent to MyHeritage?
	How do I know that Ahnenblatt is searching at MyHeritage in the background?
	How can I start Internet search manually?
	What can I do within Internet search dialog?
	Before starting Internet search: what about privacy policy at MyHeritage?
	Which options are there for Internet search?
	How is Internet search exactly working?
	How will be the matches shown?
	How will be a search result finally presented?
	How will I get to know that Internet search in the background got new matches?
	How can I search individual persons at MyHeritage?
	I don't even want to see Internet icon in the icon bar. How can I hide it?

